Chapter Review & Discussion after Chapter 11 Writing—Lecture 1
(Some keywords have been boldfaced.)

1. Chinese talk about something called六書.  What is this talking about?  Give examples. 
2. What do the 六書 tell us about Chinese characters? 

3. Writing is maybe the most important invention in the history of the world.  Why? (If you cannot think of why, then answer this question: “What does writing let us DO that we could not do if we did not have writing?”.) 

4. Do you think that using computers can replace reading and writing?  How would this work? (Try thinking about science fiction movies; maybe this will help you answer this question.) 
5. Who invented Chinese writing / characters?  What’s the story? 

6. What are the three basic kinds of writing systems?  Give examples from the modern world’s languages. 

7. Of the three kinds of writing systems, which is the easiest to learn?  Why? 

8. Give 1 or 2 advantages of a writing system like Chinese over a system that represents pronunciation more transparently. 

